THE SEVEN CARDINAL PRINCIPALS
REVISITED

In 1972, the National Education Association
established a Bicentennial Committee charged with
developing a "living commemoration of the principles
of theAmerican Revolution." This 200th anniversary
celebration of the Declaration of Independence was
to focus on the next 100 years of education in
an interdependent global community.

The initial work of the Committee culminated in
the NEA Bicentennial Idea book. Among its ideas
was that of developing a definitive volume to
"contain a reframing of the cardinal principles
of education and recommendations for a global
curriculum." After recognizing the importance of
the original cardinal principles, which were published
in 1918, the Committee made the point that "today,
those policy statements about education are obsolete,
education taken as a whole is not adequate to the
times and too seldom anticipates the future."”

A report to be issued by the NEA, proposing
cardinal premises for the twenty-first century is
the direct and immediate outgrowth of the Bicentennial
Committee's belief that "educators around the world
are in a unique position to bring about a harmoniously
interdependent global community based on the principles
of peace and justice."

Early in September 1975, a 19-member Preplanning
Committee began the task of recasting the seven
cardinal principles of education by developing 25
guidelines for the project....
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nearly 250 persons for the 30 or more interwews that

Durrng lhe planmng perrod . me Preplanmng Cow;e nomrnaled,__
planned origi- .

nauy The Commmee lhen screened those nommees to reduce rhe number
"‘ro a more manageable srze. Aﬂe: ..ommottee members had studied lhrs_[,‘_'
smaller ist, they selected rhe 15 persons whose vlews they believad would_'_;_
b‘.’, espec-ally reliable. mterestmg, and mﬂuenbe'. Guided by these s!eted B

preferences, the project staff and representatives of the NEA then selected. o
the persons,!o be tapw

S




red smdm, mb.;hl) n«mc
g mmv mdch sludu’d‘ and quoted, or more n.mum!\ucd SOE It
‘m‘p.m th.m the. !‘)M wport 03 lhc’ C ommhuon on the Runu..ml
:i-dation. of Scum Nuuuon inwhich the seven. cardinal princi
Ples niade their mst appearance, The deciston ‘of the NEA-Bice
_lcnmal Committee to study and’ possnbly to u-mmc ﬂmc prinyi:
Ples 1y c!oqucn( u-sumon; to. thcu‘mdunng role as an unpﬂ‘m"'
< body of objectives or goals for American eduuuon e
“Estabhshed i 1913, the C ommission ‘w.s destined fo um'
Amc.nc.m cdmanon in new duutwm For one thmg .the member-
slup included” Several )umor professors. who_ were innos ative
“young’ u-buls"'m the cra’ For another, it m-ludcd scasum'd
-'tn gh-minded practitioners ax well, y

. _*_,*_'f_ﬂ!n:.(.omnuwonaywd that-“sccond.)r) uication shoum Nf
‘determined by the needs of the society to be . the character.
nf the: mdn'lduals 10 °be. educated, and the knouledgc. of educa
m)ml lhcory .md pr.nmcc .lvanlable.’f addmg that thv:sc factor:,

A.'.T:m' by no mearis static. 3. i 5
sk Ineffect, the (ommmlon acccpud prep.lr:mon for cﬂcgmc.;

lumg tather than pn-pnratlon for the sollegc or university as a -

- Ruideline and, i’ fesponse to- the massive social .and economic -

“book’ for United States education with !he uﬁl' atxons for cdum- :
lmml change. which they ndcnuﬁc.d : :
:.. +i-While, space precludes a detailed dcscnptxon of " dmus-
uom._,_and_-c.onclusnons out of which the cardinal principles were
- born, | it is ‘important " to’ note that théy were intended to. hclp
.nLhw ve-the ideal of dcmouncy that the individual and socie
. find fulfillment each in the-other.”4- After
Jusion, "the: Cogamission’ proceo.dud to- analyz
< tmneswfamdy. vocational, cmc-and to iden#
tives for the education of eve
N 2). wmmand of ﬁmdamem
- bership, (4). vocation, (5 'rm.enshlp. (6) wortlu use of lmure
“and( 7)_‘e:h:cal chamcler._ K ' 19
n.1927, the National Congres of Parents and Teachcrs- -
.- corporated thc seven cardinal principles inyits permanent platform
. Subsequently, the Congress’ pubhshcc%ooklcts.'that mtcrprete
’ y lephmsed some of the pridfiples.
4 27 vThis'source and the original repotd of the Commission on the
. -Rcorkanmtmn of Sécondary Education :were used to determine
- the: . meanings that had at ched themselves to the cardinal princi-
ples during the decade: wing  their . proclamation. By 1927,
.nccordm& to. the - N.mom ngress, it had “*become’ increasingly
apparent . thal these £ cardinal principles) are .the objectives not:
e;hngh sch L but of alt-education.” The principles aho,
he intricate pattern of life itself is.

iples stil) v ahd?'l'lmseamong'th ._

" who recall the principleg with nostal:

: gm and affection will be pleased learn that all 3  few mem-

. bers of the NEA' Bicentennial Panel felt that the mls have |

~retained their usefulncss and th-' importance even i ‘
f néarly 60 years. 7 Sl A

dudopmcnts of ‘the | times, rather substanmlly rewrote the rule.




time, ¢ducators who see nccd tor new F“-‘"
i .umup.:tc'a mulennium can tahe comfort from:

iy !md \atlsf.umm i the fagt that the Bicenténmal Pancl abo;
et th.nl thr old mcanings attached ta the ..srdm.ll prmuplc\ wrle
0o . lom:cr Jdcqu.m-,ﬁ)r- lmmmg .md h\m& inan "“"Jt‘i‘*‘"df"‘

¢ Some pomls th._.( ummmmn m.nh- n l"lﬁ wne m |ﬂustulr
‘m omlook that now awems outdated. VYor cumple i \.i.“ﬂi‘“‘““tf
. the cardinz): principle, of “worthy home membesahip,™ the Com,
'};.nnmun sta.ed that women, £ven “those planning tor hgher NS
;'muons. \huuld have g,n.-.ucr uposun- ‘to the homrhuld arts, ame
the !radltvuml wollege " preparatory. grrculum was een Lax

'."mwngruu :s with' the 3 tual ngcd andﬁ h_l_mle u-\pun\ubmlws of;

emplmnu cm Inl«lmm .

lmu-mmr. l he :wrom’

,_ _‘,_(unummun' associated’ lhc mmm.md ol mm!amcmal
provesses with “reading, ,ltmg, .mthmun.nl computations, und
thc elcments of oral. and written ex pu-sswn * It construed hr.lllh
to mcan the ‘inculvation of “‘health habits, »eg Jove for dean
.~pun " and physical activities” in schools where the surroundings’
4mtmm ¢ best standards of hygiene .md sanitation. "9
--,’Yet onun.nl statement of pnnuples ‘contains some - yF
resting cumplcs of presience thal ‘suggest the unusual thought-
fulness of -the: 'mén. .and women who drew up ‘the 1918 repos
f'hwgmphy, we are told, ”should show the mtcldcpcndcncc of
men. while ‘it shom theis common’ dependence on. nature,” *and
S f’;Amcm:m democracy and loyalty 1o them should be
.n P mmcnl aim of civic cduealmn.‘f’. ‘A further | ;um nt on
cdm tion. needs ra(h r. lm!c rmstmg to adapt it 1o th® world

g vig: cdus‘amnj:huuld comada “ather mlkms .\lﬁ As a pcupio we
shuuM try. to umlmt.md their aspiunons and glepls that we ‘may dead more
' ' ) ant coming 1o v’ shom.

.n_ddussccl ] xlvts 10 tcv&ng‘the pnncsples fbr use. in the yurs
,‘.mend bul cook fime:to analyze d to speculate about them. 2. . -
: t .pomts, lhcy made follow::

V.- The original uuhnal pnnuplc not d:stmguish betwcm
‘the general. ruponsnhnm:es for. cducahon and those that are' best
aésumed by ‘of shared with agencies ‘such as.the church, the com
‘munity, and’ the. famaly. Health,: ethical character, worthy home
'membershlp. msuzc acmmes. and civic skills are influenced by or
are influential i “other arenas of life. The pnncnplcs overpromised
‘what the schools could do. We must now talk more scnmbly about
..wlut schoolmg can acmally accomphsh ‘
' The original pmmplcs did not antmpatc how much learn<
mg would ‘be’required in the world of 1976, Now ye mnst loolt at
the: total lcammg system. E.xcept fm’ ulcm'y and,




3 The pnnciples. quitk undetstandably..
the increasing need for lifelong adult education. . 7. : :
. These thtee statements do not imply that the pﬂﬂClP'es have
: '“t validity. They do, however, point to the heed for reexamining
_'-_ and updating them. In the dontext of these remarks, attention is
* . .now directed'ta. changes: in the ‘cardinal ‘principles that "Panelists
.- felt the passing years have. mdde necessary

nalgstatement of the cardinal. pnnc:ples mdxcates{

;) ) jective of health was to be sought through
o health instruction; ‘inculcation of health habits, and physical activ-
: - ities, By, 1 mental ; emononal fitness had been added and
the ve was ! Fgo read ‘‘Health and Safety ,The role.

' - the NEA' Bicentenmal Panehsts.; made much ore.

50) lnsnuted statemengs ‘regarding the health "objective. - They’
duected attention to the need for healthy mtape:soml and inter.
cultural atmudm, for instance, and said childsen and. youth e

a *that overe(mﬂmphon can beas’ debihmmg as.

! can affect’ one’s behavior. m

ial action”;

jca

through duectmc leamers attenuon

United States life-styles and. 10 enmonmen
‘are in some way li gdtofmmGO 9Qge:¢en

the United States.:
.The ] hnehsts menuonedistress asa source of health problems

-and a_knowledge of “stress points”, as 3 part. of
g:ltlr ‘education. 'l'he extended. an: understanding. of dietary.
: ds and. problems beyond s!mple ‘nutrition educadon to. mclud

" :such ‘matters as dangers in food: addntzm..in pollnﬁon. and: i
. sanitary standards that are. 50 low as to be inimical to health. And:
. they urged: continued_efforts to improve. drug education along |
X ’mth frank; consideratnon -at. appropriate age levels,’ of-,healthful
“family living.




A number of P.md members menuoned hcalth asa mns—

“national yhallengc. One said, It seems unreasonable for a few '} :

. among . €. _world’s peoples to.have the privilege of heart mns-

“plants wilile most people’ in "the rest of the world don’t soea’

- doctor from ‘birth to death.” Also speaking in 3 ¢ ultural’
context;’ Helvn Sipili, a distinguished woman on the Panel, said - ‘
“Unless e take more seriously the fate of wamen in developing’
Qo e ied, I don t thmk we can solve many of the prob!cms u\ the A

r O 1

.- The Blcentenmal Panehsts aantly beheved' tlm hnlth,_; )
lot ‘only 1emains an nmportant objective but that as’a major goal it }}
has appre* xably increased in scope. The goal is now stated as ““total |}

' and emotional health" for each individual’

3:3“0 4s a responsibility of all’ educational

- dthough. schools have an extremely unponant role to_ _’

FUNDAMENTAL .
 PROCESSES

. Qver the years. the mterpretauon of M‘undamemal pioc- ||
- esses™ has changed in many ways. While the Panel, vigowusly e
affirmed the importance of proficien the thtee*R’s and in oral. |
‘_\'commumcauon skills; it also iden ted a ‘wide variety of other
: skills.. These: addmonal. fundamental procems sorted themse!vs'
. into tl;lee &texones. S
R 'Skills in humanistic processes; ‘including human rela idhs
skills, group process skills, and those skulls based on crosscultural
< andmul mmcmsigms. & . : o

3. Antlripntory ' skills, represenied by the abnhty to (a)see
relationslups and make correlations; (b) sort, weigh, and then act
on data; (c) evaluate choices and make. decisions wiscly. despite the :
current: gt of information and. misinformation; and (d) under<’
stand how pom funcnons at vmous levely from‘ neuhbahoods

to mtmnom! capua!s. F :
s An examination of uus fommlable list of l'undamenul pmc-

esges. extending as it does from. htency at one end of the spec- .
trum to a ﬁmcuonal undetstandms of “‘power™ at the other, tends.
1to suppott the pou\t made eatlier that schools, as ‘they are now,
are in need of clom cooperatwe relatmnslupa with othel socmdu- :




more .md “puh.ms mosl voc.mon.nl prcp.\mhon"\houm oeer uul--

-'--.:slde the school walls. - - A

7 Because of the range of mwpomts c\presscd at sccms dcslt-f
.ablc to present these contrasting views. In fairness, the thoughtfu
insng.hts of the 1918 ceport should also by ‘mentioned.

P |} its’ ongm.nl !'orm. vocanon as n cardmal prmuplc c-mpha-,;

‘sued equipping “the ‘student to carn 2’ living,” to, servé “society',
through work, to “maintain the: nght “pelationships. tow.ml. L fele

" -low ,workers’ and society,” and “as far as possxble to dcvelop
. ‘oneself through a vocation. The. ‘Commissiof also recommended

'+ that those proﬁclent in 2 given vocation should serve as msmwpm_

__and that students h..ve apprentnce-type expcnences enher in Ot om"

e of school.

Ll The. 1976 Panehsts tended to agm, thh one anothu' lhat thc :
best vocanonal education ‘is a_gencral _c.ducay\." Somc of -the
iews they expressed areas. follows: e e
21 The problem’ ‘with. rcgnrd to specnﬁc vocanonal slull lram-.,
ing in'a. changmg society is to know. what kind’ of pupamtnon
ocatlons are going to require in P or 15 years, -l L
172 A"good general educ n should be fqllow;d by thc,
teachmg of specific skills. bt : b
+3, The Inblt of lnl‘elong leammg is now m a sensc a'voca-

' uona! skill, ", Y
S Most vdcatmnal educatnon can best be acquued outsmx. of

; ndw;duals who see.
g  vocations fOI‘ com pollutlon and

wxonxjobs e oy :

- The’ Panehsts dxd not want to downgrade the nmport.mcc of
vacational educanon. but they did stress the notion that eﬂ'ectwe
cntizenslup, vocationat.skxlls. and ‘general educat:on, *are’ inter
“gelated and'more complex bec use ‘life has become more com' %
and thctefore more demandmg..\o D
<} :A-number of miscellaneous raments about vocational edu-v
cation can be summarized ‘wider the Tabel *“humanisti i
they deal with views on how human welfare can best be rved m
pupar:mon for the world of work. Here are some examplesy -

A4 5 Voatnonal skills"ieed: to be ' carefully - developed and
. cuvuy must be encoumged because otherwise as. wages spnral
'upward, the unskilled will find themselves unemployed. P
w1103 The, school’s, prime. tasks are to cultivate reason, mcrcase
knowledge, “and ‘facilitate self-reahza N, Wi thout'-‘-’ which:¢voca-
tion" loses much of its meaning. D
3. Voauonal traimng is verymuch in_the human mterest in
! developing nations, where less an? Icss'work ls available to the
' untramcd as populations increase. ‘! e il o
: _One of vocauonal educanon S challenges wxll be to help
productive’ ‘people are available

IS 34




_When the Panelists dnscussed tlns subject. they emphasnzed
‘ three’ points. One was that the nature of the: family is changing.”
. Another " was’ that the family is of great importance and gl
- needed in United States culture. A third dealt with the obligation
- of -the schools to adapt to' changes in-the home an«H'amily and, in-
the process, to rethink the meaning ¢ of “worthy.” oy
=" "Most-mentioned hiome changes included (M\e new opportu-
" nities and roles for women that have developed since the cardinal
’ pnncnplea first appeared: in 1918, (b) the impact of television, ";
- (e) the. home’s loss of ‘influence on the individual, and (d) the
.. incregse. in ‘the variety of “af goups" such as-farm com-_
. munes which have gathered pedple togetber in a relationship that
- often is quite unlike the traditional family unit. Some consultants
. spoke of the lass ‘of sclf-wonh experienced since the 1920’s by
children aml ‘youth as _they found their. roles as helpful needed
~family oxmbers, enther dlmmished or vnped ,out by ¢

notlnns new al
_\cumd excegt' ‘that’ now we are the ones i
“many kinds of ofsocial experiments with a beasin on family life in
" the cm's of human history;” she sid, “mcludmg the smgle-sex
:,'and the . not so wll-known“mtetosexual communes that
'+ Despite: novsl living . aminlements'that have begun '”tocom- !
pbte:wath the traditional nucleay family, the Bicentennial Panelists
agreed that some. form of family ‘'membership is very. important
: and "they: expressed’ confidencg in the. mde tible ’mturer
family bonds, mspecuveofsb jal’ R
They felt, however, that.a
tant: potenﬁal contribution by:
affection, providing 2" shelte
.;.advantaged ‘child, and teaching the
-'others in harmony’ and mutual respect. As one Panelist ph

“affinity goupl}re “closed eoowstemsof tewarding. e inteb:

- geceive
.wcmamsol‘concml’anehmmadc of statements
‘and; mommmdations ‘bearing ‘directly. or mdmctly .on worthy:
‘home membenlnp and the unpmvement of home-sdxool remions.
‘Some of them are as follows: . :

» b, Heretofore,. in a. ‘broad sense, the edncatioml system has‘
“been’a system comprised of, the home, the workplace, the church,
:-.and the school. At present, only the school continues to provide
the same. number of hours of educational experiences. The home

“:has udueed its contribution, To illustrate: In 1960, 43 percent of




educadon Ior a dymmrrc
u‘orld, and mrmmng o[

3 :this ﬁgure had chmbed to nearly S5 percent. Many chnldi-en TOW
rctum to, homes m whrch they have httle gundance. and =thl$

the ‘ ‘power" role of certain, Organued groups such as taquers
associations, whose political and ‘economic influence can be detri-
mental to the welfare of such. unorganized_ gmups 'as'chi!dun.
youth the unemployed and old people,-. - = .

- .3. In some.countries, the status of women must b&iﬁpﬂ;ved
t‘urther if there’are to be families in which it is possible to achieve’

A worthy home members!up. To a considerable g;tent this general-

ization applies in the Umted States. parttcul-fy_wnh regard to.

' mu;onty groups, . ¥ éd
i 0

4. .lnsofal: as they have the ttme and mgemuty to do tt,

: ehﬂd contacts. <
"6, Asa part of schoolmg, chrldren and youth mtght welt have :

more semce-and-actton-type experiences that help them to sense
what good home living involves, including the responsxbrhtres and -
-duties as ‘well as the privileges and opportunities. For example, one
consultan gested that children, at an appropriate time (in thei

teetts) become apprentrce:';to mothers of young babnes. o

:catronal agencies, - mcludmg schogls, should make a carefully
"planned effort to help us redi er the sense of well-being that
ean be found in rich family living,

8. Because parents are so ot‘ten mvolved m acttvnttesthat

‘. take them out of the home setting, teachers should eneoyage
,them to use. the e they have with children as *“high quality .

to ma:umnze the sxgmficance of these parcnt-

‘the cardinal principle o home membership were to

-'be'rephrased to adapt it to 1976, probably most Panel members

‘would agree that it might better read: “worthy famalf member- .
ship.” This change would recognize that in addition to the home
cluster; there are many affinity, | groups of valygin Whlch children

and youth might find-family experiences.

tance' of vad sktlls. their concepts of contemporasy. vocz-'
‘tional education were, for the most part, 'much broader than’ thoee._
earning-adivelihood goals that thel ‘Commissionvoiced ‘back: in’

1918. There. was also W on of opinion in the Panelute i

replies. Some respond ,
preparation should contmue to be carried on in the eecondary and -

postsecondary school years. Others ‘cither stressed a general educa-
tion as the best prerequisite to vocational success or atgued.that,.

elt that specific vocationat mmlng or -




.5, Inde _pgndelpc;.__ and a feeling of self-worth depend on op-

".poﬂumties for exercising a vital ability. There is joy in reaching
for excellence in some form. Vocational skills should help individ
uals achievc‘ these personal mnsl‘acuons. :

I9l 8 report. the “cardinal pnnclpls : Commxssuon res

ognized the vast. unpottance of clvic education. This recognifion i
geflected in the amount of covera ven to this goat—more thau

" double that given any' other objective h

' berslup. which was 3 poor second! - e,
R Loyalty to the ideal of“cavic nghteousne wasemphasued

“along with a knowledle of social agencies and institutions and the -

“*means and methods that will promote one {worthy] social ent ;
" without_defeating others.“ Ways of implementing changes throuﬂl
- “habits of cordial cooperation in social. ‘undertakings’™ also were.
-,;consxdered essential for good citizenship. Superior citizenship, by
- the way, was smsled out as “the dominant aim” of instruction in-
b geography, history, Eiv and economncs at the secondary school .

d level. e _ ¢ i
" Undy dms and respec f the: ideals of Bemacracy; as.

well as respect for the acluevem%ﬁmwmes, and lnmitanom

_of other nations we  made clear iff a statement that said p
“[the] study of :lar contributions in the lng,ht ‘of thie1deal ol‘
. human brothor - should help- to establi '
nationalism fme ﬁ:}n sentimentality, foun
ly,operativ in-the affairs of nations.”13 ,. . =4
..; The, foresight of the Commission statement vvnth res|
civic education acquu'es fresh interest in the context of the goah;
or aims lderufied by the 1976 Panelists. While one canndt say plus
‘¢a change, plus c’est la méme chose, there are. striking snniliﬂtl«
‘bgtwe the 1918 tepon and the’ mient Pm s

pom.nce o!‘ a global viewpoint. - Van s statements sup-
porte “Joyalty to the planet as well as to the Rgtion,” the “need
for a world vihw." “world citizenship,” and the.need for- “mem-
uch largder societies™ or for ucoy\lzing that o -
sMpwmmt n narrow chauvinism.™ = - A
‘Some: pmicxponts pomted ‘out tlu emc ;
make clear the need to narrow ‘the gap- ‘between the induistrially
developed and the less developed nations, that'a liberal education
should give as'much heed to national and international problenis
as to !'omgn language, and that the difficulties and challenges
which exist.m' both latssez faire and ‘planned societies should be




'de aware that if the. Umted States wna\es to unprove its moral:

I posture and-feadership”in~the’ world;-it-can -best-do so-by ﬁmw

" cleaning ‘up the domestic troublee in Washisigton and'in the 50°
states. A related point was that wbmust work to build respect agd
suppon for leadership of integrity.. LR
" Other "strong statements; pethaps mmonng‘contempora;y
polmcal and social malmse. centered around power. An overseas
' participant stressed the need for groups. which have power to.b¢ : :
_better informed as. they. exercise. that power. Some Panelists, a.
| number of - them from ethnic mmonhes. contended that being
: well-mfonned isn"t enough. They said that civic education should ¥
encourage actwe, eonstmeme pamc:patnon in politics and that n
- should help people undetstand how to use power positively. Afv
expressed concern. over, the possibility that. Athe beliefs and values
-'of - teachers and’ personnel emp!oyed ‘in agenexes “other than ;
" schools, if publicty ‘expressed, might’ increase ptessure' Of Censor-
" ship or other forms of retaliation and restraint. % -
i Because. ‘of ' the ,nuclear threat “and ' the  increasing ther—
dependence of nations, several Panelists felt that representatwes of.
“all national govemments must more exphcxtly recognize the dan- ;.
ger in aggression and in the use of fprce. Panelists also spoke of the-t
: nmportance of negonatxon—-of promise, cooperation, coopera- ;
- tive decision making, and the reso!utxon of conflicts. If this néed is
ext:apolated ‘downward to the national, state, and local levels
- within U.S. borders, the development of these same skilfs of inter-
~action among the ‘young presumably should become a new, vigor-'
~ Ous d:menslon in ‘civic education for the futute. Cértam Panelists’
‘ .f*";cven n: races wlnch t.hey deﬁned as the ability to.
. ‘'work "well, Mans, as § al_slulls to be leamed
thlough emc education, - i o )’
One final’ point beanng on cmzenshnp ,
mfened m the precedxng pa?agrap hs: The Panelists evxdently s
have coftfidence in what: the schools in parucular—among all edu-
.. cational - mourees—ean ‘accomplish’ to ‘strengthen democrac o
"~ well as to brighten our human prospects for the third millentiium. ¢
An;intemntxonally respec:ed Panel member ‘Rafph Tyler, put it

”,....;-.., P

e place that! _momise.of being an ideal’ democratic.,
) 'soeiety-u 1 fook over institutions our nation—is the ‘school. Even though’
- some’ schools are. troubled by " ts. mostly begun and. pushed by the
pa:enls. by and largé they ire a microdsm of democracy wheze people care, -
-ogare learning to ‘care, about others. In” nast, teachers and sm nts alike,’
7 thete is a degree of faitness. and of justice. l.ots‘of kids par
_ planni andinthemneomee nherdo.
“ 17 Queefforts to make our sodety moré democmie heyo d' the _
5 w,n; and playgrounds are going to be alded tremendously by mafnmmng as’
'  in. this country—and beﬂet than' in any other country-2 school:
n which teachen ey o be democratic in heit ulanons with

. aqhm who,ae cruel of who_loddown upon .
1 s who come from a loweg-econarmic group or a different athnic goup. 1
belme that this attitude of acceptance is essential to maintain our phnahsnc
We must preserve th i? kind of school aunosphexe and the values of
y called *'a society | In'miniature.” . g




mﬁﬂiy .me 'ol Iouure &

"WORTHY- USE
OF LEISURE

issi

of Secondary Educauon made: on the' wonhy use of leisure ‘reflect.

n part the nature of :society some 60 or: 70 years . Reading
.between the lines of ‘that document, one senses’ that” wo:k days’
.were fong and that ax‘duous physicat labor i ad y

‘b tempered by a undespread use of machine

The  work ethic,; :perhaps a bit. moongmously.

iltrated the: ‘l9|8 ayproach to leisure so that people. to: " ©
feel “that. even- “fre¢ time shou) be \used in “worthy w_ays. 'l'o
ltustrate, ‘the ‘school was adviséd to organize recreational ac

so ‘'that thqy wxll contnbute snmultaneous!y to other ends g

‘that’ the line! dmdmg work and leisure hn blurred since: 1918 ¢
‘both. because ithere. is more ‘time  for relaxation;available to'more
_pcopre ‘today' and. because an’ energy-mtensivq economy “leaves
them less physxcally fahgued than does 2 labor-intensive one. The.
“breakdown qt‘ the ‘work-leisure ", dnchotomy probably” will be:
nnhered as'more men;and. women enyge in’' work-type acﬁvihs
ow' begun mo ‘assume more:of 2 recteauonal g
G g . crocheting,’ gourmet oo
?buildmg a camorl-aﬂ of t volve work, but they vareg
‘feisure-time ‘activities, Since_ they are undenakcn'oumde
‘the:job employment tinie.. g
“Sixty. years ago, the Comniission’ wro
ended to récreate body; mind, and’ spmt.
9 ality. through experlenees involving music, art, hterature. drama
»and socfal-activity. Taday, too, leisure time is well used for recre-
ative, puqmes and as a‘means to self-mlﬁllment. but the channels
that educatio ‘should-seek: to' open, agcording to the Bicentenniaf
Panelists, - arc i uch btoader. and the time’ for enjoying leisure_

‘A5 educatiol sqeks to enhance;
it also needs to show"awareness of .2 actor: that is somehms
‘ d nsofpeoplewhom
obliged to woi-k on' a second jdb or ove :
* between theil income ‘and their aspmﬁons-or needs. Here s
:md other educatwe agencxes contmue to be chal!enged to ckvelop

Ame jcans® Jives'
atwe. self-l'ulﬁllmz actmty “The wives
.of 1976 have many pdsets i
ke




e gran parents, Whilé this t‘actor vanes both with seX roles. and

.with_economic. conditions, it _pravides_a new task_for cducation:

'W’Dll‘ls ydung and old alike to prevent today's complex:tws t‘rom‘.

-'t ally erodmg theu lensure tnme

: , i socnety ethncal character becomes para-
mount among the. [sevenl objectives,” the authors of the cardinal
{ principles declared. The 1976 Panehsts behevg? that the task of
developnng ethical character is, - if- anythins. more unportant at-
resent than it ever was in.the past. While they made few specific’

_tlucal character. they | recogmze 1d defined the seventh cardinal
principle as an educational im ttve.

.statements regarding character which Panelists made; . .
an 'educat:onal _imperative, it is well to note, as some consultants

’etlueal dership, we must also have a socxety that. honors ang
:_elects’ i leaders.ﬁf"l'he ocess ot' creatmg
X tluc soci ty. therefore becw) /

“Th l’anehsts contended that we. need a:' renewal',ot‘ respect—:

strengtl&and meaning to socnat and educatnonal policies. But there

s @ limit to what leaderslup in ‘our govemment and other mstxtu-

-tions can aocomphsh-a pomt at wluch democratic pmcesses must

 vitalizé _policymaking and its tmplementatlon. Here

 posséssion of ethical standards \eeomes.crueial.

T I de\nsmg ‘or developtnw

fabel “ethical character." it'is the family (or affinity ¢ oup) and

the.school that are likely to have the greatest influence. :

others. these two among the s various educational agencies ength

en or dummsh the ability to. gesist manipulatnon. They eithRr nur-.

ture or undercut the decisiveness needed to respond without con

fusion " to, basic_choices.’ Jhey cither. develop the: talent. for self:

direction or they. teach acceptanee of the. di

mactun ot‘authonties. or of the expert with th  answe :
i A.number of, the’ Panelists said that as. ‘parents and teache
ide’ young people toward the ‘acquisition of ethical character,

they rieed to reassess the' unportance of a msonecl discipline and

f qules that are firm and fair rather than harsh or quixotic. They

suggestlons as to what educahon might do'to strengthen or build

The t‘ollowmg paragraphs attempt to capture the spmt of the :
. When’ eontemplatmg the development of ethical character as

did, that young and" old’ alike need ethical models. But to. ‘have

mente respect—-t‘or the mstntutton “"that give demoeracy the ‘
'-Imman consctence. and the indivi idual fife their meanings. Wolifso
need to develop, through consensus. basic gul'deposts that will give -

-;-Jonas Sa“lv

MD




|mposed. Lo ' SR

T l-‘urtﬁennore, n any culture. development ot‘ ethical clm- :

.mter also calls' for an awareness of what is considered right and

_mns in that culture and for. a rejection of a_relativism that

denies, if. mly by implication, that such tlnngs as the com‘rn
the pneml welfare exnt. e ;

After many, many hours spent in an attempt to capmre the

Panelists” thinking as well as that’ .of a number of bnght young

; people-some from what once were dighiht places—it seems. a

- pleasant. coneluhng exercise to turn back to the NEA Bicentennial
ldeabook in which the cardinal principles project was described.

. ' Did the Panelists’ statements verify that the Ideabook's Dec-

aration. of _Interdependence gfade sense? Did their testimony sup--

< port the notion that after 200 years the Amenean people really:
ate enteﬁng a new. era? Are we ready to think
tion. for a global community? Are the five “self-evident truths
s that. t!:s Bmulmmal Commnttee pmclaxmed both, true‘and se!f
evlden g : s
dAt tlns Juncture. the problems ot‘ the present and the proa~
peets for the future that have been inventoried make clear thatit
i tnme well spent if we examine these self-evident truths:
1, Two hundred years after declarlng our Independence. the
merimn people are entering a new era.14 As far as the lntet
nqtto , Bicentennial Panel .was eoncemed this “state:
Gally-true, We dg il on.the road tc an ¢ that ol be
‘both threatening and pro pfihat will be full of developments
‘which we’must try to’ anticipate and replete; wigly surprises no|
matter how clever our guesses about tomorrow’s world may be.

/2 Today we must acknowledge the Sgterdependence of all
peoples. Agam. some of the world’s mor vocative, thoughtful -
‘people agree with the views expressed in the /deabook. The data
thpt‘suppott this second truth are accumulating wi 5

ation cani be a vehicle through which peace and’ lhg
principles of ' he Amerlcan ReMuﬂou—We. liberty, and ihe pur-

tMt is simf cant, l.f education ista beA vehicle to promote puce
and liberty, educated people must honor ¢ seventh wdmal pm-
ciple, ethical character. | = = : - :
24+ 4, Educators around the world are in a unique poslﬂon 0
hei: bring about a harmsoniously. interdependent global com-.
munity dased on tlte principles of peace and justice. This declarss
tioh may be true in’ some respects, but it is not asa yet self-evidend,
E_ducatmare in 8 unique position to help, but one also can infi
from .the Panelists’ comments that ' professionals ‘in - .educatjort’
sometimes have opportunities ‘and. responsibilities that exeeetl-
 their resources and their authonty and that teaching and learning
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